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M e r ry C h r i s t m a s
A n d

Weather prevented
us from seeing the Walker
Dance presentation of The
Nutcracker this year. We
were very disappointed but
still very proud of our
dancers,
Veronica
and
Cecelia, pictured below.

H a p p y

N e w

Ye a r !

C h r i s tm a s
I m ag e s
“...while visions of sugar plums
danced in their head…”
I’m not sure what a sugar plum is but it
sounds good. I suspect that those visions
were pleasant ones.
Christmas is a
wonderful time for imagery. There are
wonderful decorations, specials on TV, and
happy traditions filled with symbolism and
story. I hope when you close your eyes on
Christmas Eve that you have pleasant visions
dancing in your head. Sadly, we may find
ourselves rehearsing the hassles of travel,
obnoxious relatives and children (including
our own), or the weariness of last minute
shopping or cooking. None of those are
sugar plums by any stretch of the
imagination. I hope you can put those things
aside and enter into the beauty of this

season.
Don’t
forget to take
time to absorb
all the blessings
of the holiday.
Try this exercise. Ask yourself what images
the word Christmas evokes. Because the
holiday is so packed with tradition and
nostalgia, it is also rich in images. Here are a
few things that immediately come to my
mind… holly, garland, wreaths, Christmas
trees, wrapped presents, bows, bells,
candles, cards, carolers, lights, Rudolf, Santa
Claus, Father Christmas, Saint Nicholas,
stockings, Scrooge and Tiny Tim, a Red Rider
BB gun (that might
(Continued on page 2.)
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(Continued from page 1.)

shoot your eye out), candy cane, sugar
cookies, silver and gold decorations,
nutcrackers, angels, a star, and the
Nativity. After running through your
list, ask yourself what it all means.
What value do we attach to it all? You
could ask yourself,
“What would
Christmas be without… ?”

Language Arts: 2nd - This week we
focused on suffixes. We continue to
strive to write better sentences with
adjectives, adverbs, and prepositional
phrases. We are also working on
comprehension using several delightful
I love C.S. Lewis’s description of Narnia
books.
under the curse of the White Witch,
Language Arts: 3rd - Students are “Always winter, but never Christmas.”
finishing their look at the ancient Greek Could you imagine a more depressing
Myths using D’Aulaires wonderful and unpleasant existence. It gives me
retelling of the myths. In grammar we the shivers. Christmas itself becomes an
discussed compound subjects and image of hope or blessing in the midst
verbs, conjunctions, and interjections.
of cold bleak winter. Each of the images
Math: 2nd - Identifying and naming line we hold adds value, warmth, and
segments, naming triangles by the richness to the season. No image has
sides, word problems, and addition meaning unless it points to a reality. To
what reality do all our images point?
facts.
Many of our images just point to the
Math: 3rd - quick facts and mental rich blessing of tradition, family and
computation, identifying symmetry, friends. I hope some of our Christmas
measuring
scale
on
a
map, images point to the reality of God’s love.
multiplication facts, and writing large The reality that angels declared to
numbers.
shepherds, “Good tidings of great joy!”
K/1st History: Studying the coming of and “Peace on earth, good will toward
men.” The reality
the Messiah and the nativity. We read
behind this holiday
the passages from Scripture that relate
is infinitely greater
the events surrounding the coming of
than the sum of all
Christ. 1st grade continued to learn
the blessings and
the presidents and early events of the
good
things
we
enjoy.
The reality
Civil War.
behind Christmas is that God became
2nd/3rd History:
Discussed the man to solve our greatest problem. He
Peloponnesian Wars and the hero came to make peace between Himself
named Pericles.
and His fallen people. When God the
Son became a man, born in a stable and
laid in a manger, the glorious and
mysterious plan redemption began to
unfold. That is why we give gifts, sing
carols, and wish good tidings to one
another.
So I wish you and your family all the
best this holiday season. May the love
of God (demonstrated by the coming of
Christ and remembered this season) be
richly felt this Christmas. In all that is
good about Christmas I wish for you the
best of Christmas;
that is, Christ
Himself. May you love Him more and
your family would know Him more.
Merry Christmas. Peace and grace.
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F ro m
Mrs. Og le
K Math: Counting dimes and pennies,
identifying and locating numbers on a
Hundred Number Chart, Identifying
and Creating a Design with a Line of
Symmetry.
K Reading: Read, " Pepin the Not-Big".
1st Math:
Subtracting 1 Facts,
Identifying and Creating
Similar
Shapes and Designs, Creating and
Reading a Venn Diagram.
1st Reading:
Writing Compound
Words and reviewing previously
learned blends.
Language Arts: Abbreviations for titles
of respect, street addresses, and
states.
Art : (2nd/3rd): Learned hatching and
cross-hatching strokes and practiced
using these strokes to shade a circle.
Music: We were privileged to listen to
a part of "The Messiah", by Handel,
that was performed live by our very
own Liza Hawkins and Martha
Gardner. Thank you so much ladies for
the beautiful music!
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